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What West should do .
about chemical Warfar

WASHINGTON - In recent
weeks Vietnamese spray planes
have swooped low over Cambodian
refugee camps along the Thai-Cam-
bodian border, dropping yellow
powder. Some of the sweeps pene-
trated into Thailand.

A blatant step-up of “‘yellow
rain” chemical warfare, flaunted
despite mounting accusations by
the United States that the Soviet
Union and its Vietnamese allies are
waging warfare with banned toxin
agerts? .

Curiously, unhke somewhat
similar substances dropped else-
where in Cambodia and Laos, this
yeliow powder did not cause illness
or death to humans and animals

and did not harm plant life. Carefut .
.lab analysis only deepened the

mystery; it found the powder was
harmiess, ground-up flower petals
and pollen.

Why would the Vietnamese go

“to all the trouble of dumping pul-

verized flowers on their enemies?
American intelligence has con-

_cluded the flower drop was a so-
phisticated effort to undermine the

credibility of United States
charges. By penetrating into Thai-
land, the analysts suggest, the
Vietnamese wanted to make sure
that samples would be easily avail-

" able for collection and analysis —.

suggesting strongly that the Ameri-

- can charges were ridiculous.

However, in a recent artiilery at-
tack by Vietnamese forces against
Khmer Rouge guerrillas in Tuol
Chrey, Cambodia, vellow sub-

stances from the exploding shells -

caused severe bloody vomiting and
diarrhea, along with difficulty in

- breathing. Blood samples drawn

shortly after the attack from two
guerrillas were rushed to a US lab
within 48 hours and showed sig-
nificant presence of deadly myco-
toxins.

Previous evidence advanced by
the United States was only of the
presence of mycotoxins in soil,
vegetation and water samples, not
in human beings. This was the
first solid evidence that men who
claimed to have been under chemi-
cal attack actually had the poisens
in their bodies.

State Department officlals as-
secrt that this proves that notwith-
standing a major publicity cam-

, to NATO forces as well as to couht*

" chemical warfare exposure six and]

(o--

paign, reports continue to come 'ln‘ﬂ
from Cambodia, Laos and Afghant-
stan of continued gas and toxin at:
tacks. This, despite the fact the Soq
viet Union claims to be in compli;
ance with the Biological and Toxin
Weapons Convention of 1972 which,
bars the manufacture, starage, use
or transfer of such agents. Both the}
Carter and Reagan administra®
tions have asserted that the toxins/
are of Soviet origin. g

What then can be done? Polity’
decisions are yet to be made, but]
the logical options include the fol-
lowing:

® Urging a neutrallst country,
such as Switzerland or Sweden, to.
call for the reconvening this yeariof
the biological warfare conventidti
to write a verification amendment'
requiring on-site inspection of fa-
cilities suspected of manufacturing}
illegal agents. The Soviet ¥nitn
could hardly refuse to attend such
a meeting without suggesting guilt.,

® Stepped-up Western research.
and dgvelopment of antidotes for,
new agents and better masks angl
other defensive gear, to be provided

tries such as Thailand and Paki
stan which are particularly appre:
hensive about the possibility of fall%
ing victim to attacks. China, too,sq
said to be similarly worried, given
its long, contested border with thg
Soviet Union.

® Appeals to the UN Secretaty
General to either augment or rel
place a special team which has
becn looking into claims of viola-
tions, but which has been criticized
by the US as biased.

@ Interesting lnternational(
‘health organizations in locating;
and treating refugees from Lagcs,
Cambodia and Afghanistan, some
of whom are orly coming dowt
with serious complications fromy

more months after attack.

© Stronger efforis at drafting 3
Chemical Warfare Treaty, wnt”h
strong compliance provisions, 1it’
cluding on-site inspection. Activity
to date has bogged down in alimlesw.
discussicns in Geneva after the
failure of the US and Russia i
agyree on verification procedures..:.4

7
Willtam Beecher is The Globe's|
diplomatic correspondent. - "j

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/12/21 : CIA- RDP90-00965R000100420033-2



